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How to Search LexisNexis Academic  
 
Introduction 

LexisNexis Academic is a collection of databases with five main categories:  
 
News:  General News, Today’s News, U.S. News, World News, Business News, Legal News, Wires, 

Transcripts, Arts & Sports News, Medical News, University News, and Foreign Language News 
 
Business: Company Financial, Compare Companies, SEC Filings, Industry & Market, Accounting Literature, 

Directories 
 
Legal Research:  Law Reviews, Federal and State Case Law, Federal and State Codes, Federal Regulations, 

International Legal Materials, Tax Law, Patents, Martindale-Hubbell Directory of Lawyers and 
Law firms, Law School Directory 

 
Medical:  News, Journals, Abstracts 
 
Reference:  Biographical Information, Country Profiles, Poll & Surveys, Quotations, State Profiles, World 

Almanac 
 

Accessing the Database 
http://www.lib.uconn.edu  UConn Libraries homepage  Most Used Databases  LexisNexis Academic 

 
General Search Tips 

Use the following connectors to combine search terms: 
 

Boolean Operator / 
Connector 

Example Result 

AND fraud and computer Find records having both the search terms 

OR doctor or physician Finds records having any of those search terms 

AND NOT assault and not sexual Find records having the word assault but not 
the word sexual 

w/n (where n is a number) right w/4 counsel Searches for records where the word right 
appears within 4 or fewer words of counsel. 
For example: Find phrases such as right to 
have counsel, counsel has the right, etc. 

w/s pitts w/s hunt Searches for both terms within the same 
sentence. Useful for finding cases when 
complete names of party(ies) are unknown. 

w/p custody w/p parent Finds records having the words custody and 
parent within the same paragraph.  
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Searching the Database 
Guided News Search:  
1. Choose a news category. 

General News searches major newspapers and magazines in the United States. 
Today's News is for current events from around the world. 
U.S. News is for regional, state, and local papers. 
World News is for foreign publications. 
Non-English Language News searches in Dutch, French, German, Italian, Portuguese, or Spanish.  

 

 
 

2. Choose a relevant news source. For example, if General News is selected in Step One, you must select one of 
the news sources as shown in the example below. To see what publications are listed under a specific category, 
such as Major Papers, click the Source List link next to the drop-down menu. 

 

Example: 
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3. Enter search terms. Choose an appropriate field such as headlines, full text, captions, and/ or authors from the 
drop-down menu. Narrow or expand your search using the appropriate connectors.  

 
4. Select a Date range from the drop-down box or limit your search by specifying the dates. Enter date range in 

mm/dd/yr (03/16/2004 or 03/16/04 or March 16, 2004) or search for mm/yr (03/04) or just the four digit year 
(2004). 

5. Click  

Example: 

 
 
 
Legal Research 

Under Academic Search Forms, click Legal Research.  
 
A. Finding a Case When You Know the Names of the Parties: 

 

1. Click Get a Case 
2. Enter the Party name: 

 

 
 

3. Click   
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B. Finding a Case When You Know the Citation: 
 

1. Click Get a Case:  
2. Enter the case Citation: 

 

 

3. Click  
 

Note:  Make sure citation periods and spaces are included. 
 To learn the correct citation format, click view citation formats. 

 
C. Finding a Case by Subject: 

 

To find federal cases, click Federal Case Law 
To find Connecticut court cases or cases from any other state, click State Case Law, and select state.  

 
To conduct a Basic search: 

 

1. Enter main keywords in the Search terms: box.  
2. Enter additional terms in Narrow search with additional terms: box. 
3. Pick a Court:  
4. Select a Date: 

5. Click  
 
Example: Connecticut Cases 

 

 

 
 

To search in the Guided Search mode: 
 

1. Enter your Search for: terms 
2. Combine search terms using relevant Boolean operators (AND, OR, And NOT ) or connectors (w/5, w/10, 

w/25, w/s, w/p) 
3. Select a Date: 
4. Specify the Court: 

5. Click  
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Example: Connecticut Case 
 

 
 

 

Note: If your search results in too many or too few cases, refine search by trying different date ranges and court 
levels. Also, think of other search terms. 

 
D. Finding a Statute When You Know the Citation: 

 

For federal statutes, click Federal Code 
For state statutes, click State Codes, and then choose state. 
Example: To search for 18 USCS § 924 

 

1. Click Guided Search tab   
2. In Search for: box enter the citation in the following format: 18 w/5 924  
3. Select Cite option 
 

 
 

4. Click  
 

E. Finding Articles from Law Reviews: 
 

Under Secondary Literature, select Law Reviews link on the left side of the screen.  
Click Guided Search tab. 
 
 

1. Enter your search terms in the Search For: boxes. 
2. Combine your search terms using relevant Boolean operators (AND, OR, And NOT) or connectors (w/5, 

w/10, w/25, w/s, w/p) 
3. To limit your search terms to specific fields, choose appropriate option from the drop-down box to the 

right of the search term (limit options include author, title, citation, full text, and at least 3) 
4.  Pick a Date: 

5. Click  
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Example: 
 

 
 

Viewing Results 
To see the full text, click linked title of the case, code or article. 
 

 
 
To browse through documents and see the search term context (where your search terms appear), click KWIC (Key 
Words in Context). [This is especially helpful when in very long documents.] 
 

  
 
To return to the full text document, click Full. 
 

Printing or Saving Records 
In the full text document: 

1. Click    

2. Click Display Document 

3. Click the browser’s File menu and select Print. 

4. To save, click File menu and select Save as.  
 
 E-mailing Records 

In the full text document: 

1. Click  

2. Type your e-mail address, and then click E-mail. 
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