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PREFACE

The North American Congress on Latin America (NACLA) was founded in response to the April
1965 U.S. invasion of the Dominican Republic. This armed intervention by the United States against a
popular uprising--classic gunboat diplomacy-preempted the restoration to power of freely elected presi­
dent Juan Bosch. It also paved the way for the thirty-year dictatorship of caudillo Joaquin Balaguer.
NACLA's founders were especially struck by the Johnson administration's ability to disseminate its ver­
sion of events virtually unchallenged, while mainstream opinion makers set the tone of a limited public
debate. Moreover, as the U.S. intervention in Vietnam began in earnest, progressive critics and opponents
of U.S. policy, both abroad and at home, began seriously to consider questions about the nature of pub­
lic education, the role of independent media, and how to make critical analysis of the U.S. power struc­
ture accessible to a broad and interested public.

NACLA, which took shape from these questions, was founded in October and November of 1966
in a series of meetings of Students for a Democratic Society (SDS), the Student Nonviolent Coordinating
Committee, the University Christian Movement, and returned Peace Corps volunteers, along with assort­
ed other individuals and organizations. According to its articles of incorporation, NACLA's role was "to
encourage, produce and distribute information designed to identify and explain those elements and rela­
tionships of forces in the United States and Latin America which inhibit and frustrate urgently needed
profound social and economic change." The "congress" in NACLA's name was suggested by the
"Congress of Unrepresented People," a contemporary group of civil rights, antiwar, and labor activists
who came together to challenge elite conceptions of the national interest as fundamentally opposed to the
real interests of the majority of the American people.

Thus NACLA was mandated to provide accurate and comprehensive information and analysis to
a broadly conceived progressive movement in order to enable that movement to effectively question and
challenge the government's self-serving arguments. In keeping with these concerns, the new collective
published an eight-page mimeographed newsletter in February 1967, the first issue of the NACLA
Newsletter. The newsletter rapidly evolved into the Latin America and Empire Report and ultimately into
the Report on the Americas with its in-depth focus on single themes concerning the impact of u.S. poli­
cy and institutions or political, social, economic, and cultural developments in the region.* Deliberately
avoiding the turgid and tendentious left discourse then in vogue, NACLA researchers sought to produce
reports that provided a concrete, factual basis for the formulation of alternative policy proposals.

During the past thirty years NACLA has undergone at least three generational changes, weather­
ing intense political debates and relentless financial pressures. It has also persevered through the rising
and falling fortunes of the political left, both in the U.S. and in Latin America. In the first phase of its
existence NACLA produced ground-breaking reports exposing both the practices of U.S.-based multina­
tional corporations and the impact of U.S. government agencies and policies in the region. NACLA pro­
vided detailed studies of USAID, the CIA, AIFLD, and the Pentagon, among others, and their imple­
mentation of U.S. policy. In this incarnation NACLA also produced a number of important "how to"
pamphlets such as Who Rules Columbia?, The Research Methodology Guide, and The University­
Military-Police Complex, all of which set new standards for investigative research into the activities of
state and private sector institutions and served as templates for exposes by other organizations.

*Jane Rothenberg, to whom this work is dedicated, made a vital contribution-as writer, editor and fundraiser-to many of NACLA's hard­
hitting reports during the organization's first ten years. Jane was on staff from 1972-77, during virtually the entire run of NACLA's Latin
America & Empire Report. Her obituary appears in Volume XI, Number 6, September/October 1977, the first issue of NACLA's newly
reformatted Report on the Americas.

1


