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Coverage: Dissertations accepted at accredited U.S institutions since 1861. Full range of academic subjects. 

Selectively covers masters theses, Canadian dissertations, and British and other European dissertations. 
 

Abstracts: Includes abstracts for doctoral dissertations beginning July 1980 and for masters theses beginning spring 
1988. For abstracts before 1980, note the abstract number and year, and go to the print version of 
Dissertation Abstracts (Z5055.U5 A53 Babbidge Stacks; may be in a temporary location 1998). 
 

Availability: Through Library web page (as one of the FirstSearch Databases), as a stand-alone station at Babbidge 
Reference (this product is easier to search), and in print (citations are approximately at Z5053 .U54 1984 
at Babbidge Reference, and abstracts are at c. Z5055.U5 A53 in the Stacks). 
 

Updates: Monthly. 
 

Searching: Subject headings (to 1980?) and descriptors (1980-?) are very broad (e.g., Music, Education, Literature). 
Use these to narrow your search, then think of title and/or abstract keyword terms (and synonyms) to 
narrow your search. Also use institution, year, and author, if available. 

 
Dissertation Abstracts vs. RILM 

Pros and Cons 
Original prepared fall 1998.  

 
Dissertation Abstracts RILM 
Abstracts up to date (pro) Three-year lag in abstracts and subject headings (con), 

though recent citations are available.  
 

Includes citations back to 1861 (pro). Only includes citations back to 1969 (con). 
 

Abstracts only go back to 1980 (con), though older ones 
are available in the print version back to 1861 (pro). 

Abstracts go back to 1969 (pro, as long as one does not 
need to go back further). 

 
Weak subject headings (con), though broad headings are 

good for searching a broad area (e.g., all music 
dissertations published in a year at a given place). 

 

Strong subject headings (pro).  

Includes Dissertation Abstracts numbers for use when 
ordering copies or using InterLibrary Loan (pro). 

 

Also includes Dissertation Abstracts numbers (pro). 
 

Can search by institution and advisor (pro).  Can search by institution (pro).  
 

One item type: dissertations.  Several item types: articles, books, essays, dissertations, 
reviews, festscriften, proceedings, etc. 
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